
SECTION 3: BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF

ALL THREE GROUPS

BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BUSINESS LEADERS,
FACULTY AND STUDENTS

INTRODUCTION

THE BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH OF THE THREE
GROUPS FOR 2003 WILL BE PRESENTED. A COMPARISON TO THE
EARLIER RESPECTIVE DEMOGRAPHICS WILL ALSO BE GIVEN. THE

QUESTION ON ETHICS IS PRESENTED BEFORE THE DEMOGRAPHICS.
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BUSINESS LEADERS, FACULTY AND

STUDENTS WILL THEN BE DISCUSSED.

ALTHOUGH NOT A DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTION, THE QUESTION
CONCERNING HAVEN TAKEN AN ETHICS CLASS, ITS INFORMATION IS
PRESENTED IN THIS SECTION. TABLE 3A REVEALS THAT BUSINESS

LEADERS WERE MORE LIKELY TO HAVE TAKEN THE ETHICS COURSE
THAN THE CURRENT COLLEGE OF BUSINESS STUDENTS. THE

STUDENTS WERE THE LEAST LIKELY TO HAVE HAD SUCH A COURSE.

TABLE 3A. PERCENT IN EACH GROUP HAVING TAKEN
AN ETHICS OR MORAL PHILOSOPHY COURSE



SOURCE: 2003 STUDY OF ETHICS

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

BUSINESS LEADERS

AS SHOWN IN TABLE 3B, IN 2003 AN OVERWHELMING PERCENTAGE
OF THE RESPONDENTS WERE MALE, 92%. EVEN THOUGH BEST

LISTS OF ARIZONA RANDOMLY SELECTED THE SAMPLE OF LARGE
COMPANIES, NONE OF THE RESPONDENTS COMPANIES EMPLOYED
MORE THAN 900 PERSONS. THE AVERAGE WAS IN THE 700 RANGE.
THE TWO STATES WITH THE LARGEST NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
WERE CALIFORNIA AND ILLINOIS, 14% AND 11%. ALMOST HALF OF

THE RESPONDENTS WERE CEOS, IN THE SERVICE SECTOR AND HAD
A MANAGEMENT AND MARKETING BACKGROUND.

THE PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS IN 1983 IDENTIFYING
THEMSELVES AS CEOS WAS VERY CLOSE TO THE

2003 PERCENTAGE. NO INFORMATION WAS REPORTED IN THE 1988
ARTICLE ABOUT BUSINESS LEADERS.

TABLE 3B.-1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE RESPONDING BUSINESS LEADERS



TABLE 3B-2 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE RESPONDING USINESS LEADERS



SOURCE: 2003 STUDY OF ETHICS

FACULTY

IN 2003, THREE FOURTHS OF THE FACULTY RESPONDENTS WERE
MALE. THE LARGEST RESPONDING GROUP WAS FACULTY. ABOUT

HALF WERE FROM REGIONAL UNIVERSITIES WITH MASTERS
PROGRAMS. ABOUT 4 IN 10 WERE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION OR

MANAGEMENT. ALL OF THE RESPONDENTS IN 2003 WERE FROM
AACSB ACCREDITED SCHOOLS. ONLY 43% OF THE 1989

RESPONDENTS WERE FROM AACSB SCHOOLS. NOTE THAT THERE
ARE MANY MISSING VALUES IN THIS DATA SINCE NOT ALL FACULTY
RECEIVED A QUESTIONNAIRE WITH THE CORRECT DEMOGRAPHIC
QUESTIONS ON IT. IN 1989, ALMOST THE SAME PERCENTAGE OF

FACULTY RESPONDED AS IN 2003, 53% TO 52%.



TABLE 3C. DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE RESPONDING FACULTY

SOURCE: 2003 STUDY OF ETHICS

STUDENTS



IN 2003, OVER HALF OF THE STUDENTS WERE MALE COMPARED TO
49% IN 1995. THERE WERE A LOWER PERCENTAGE OF SENIOR

STUDENTS IN 2003 COMPARED TO 1995, 39% TO 47%. THE VAST
MAJORITY IN BOTH YEARS WAS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS MAJORS.

TABLE 3D. DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE RESPONDING STUDENTS

SOURCE: 2003 STUDY OF ETHICS

 


